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Students gain valuable experience
from D.C. internship program

T

his spring, Georgia Law launched its Washington, D.C.,
Semester in Practice program through which up to 15
second- and third-year law students can earn course
credit while living and working in our nation’s capital for a
semester.
Participants have the option to stay in housing maintained
by UGA while working 35 hours per week at entities such as the
Federal Communications Commission, the Natural Resources
Defense Council, the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S.
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, to name a few.
“Our students are not only gaining full-time, hands-on, legal
work experience critical to compete in today’s legal employment
market, but they are doing so in a wide range of placements not
available outside of Washington, D.C.,” program instructor and
1997 Georgia Law graduate Jessica L. Heywood said.
“In just its ﬁrst semester, the program allowed several of our
students to participate in litigation matters of national, historic
signiﬁcance as well as in rulemaking for new legislation.
“Additionally, our students were able to broaden their own
professional networks,” Heywood added. “Many of our spring
students have received summer and permanent job offers as a
direct result of their participation in the program.”
Third-year student Karen E. Tanenbaum, who served as an
intern in the Department of Justice Civil Rights Division, said
she signed up for the clinical program for that very reason – to
network.
“I enrolled in the D.C. program because I knew I wanted
to move there after graduation,” Tanenbaum said. “In a place
like D.C., where connections are everything, this clinic is an
invaluable way to jumpstart a legal career in the area.”
For other participants, it was the chance to gain experience
in a specialized ﬁeld that drew them to enroll in the clinic.

Georgia Law students participating in the school’s new Washington,
D.C., Semester in Practice program had the opportunity to meet with
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder (center) while working full-time in our
nation’s capital at various internships.

“Given my bachelor’s degree from UGA’s Terry College of
Business as well as my genuine interest in economics and ﬁnance,
I wanted a placement that addressed how those subjects intersect
with the law,” second-year student Michael V. Mannino said.
And his internship in the Ofﬁce of General Counsel for the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission did just that.
“The CFTC specializes in a niche area of the law, the
regulation of futures and commodities, that gave me a unique
work experience not available in many other legal environments,”
Mannino said. “It is my hope that this experience will give me
the credentials necessary to specialize in this area of the law after
I graduate.”
Heywood said she is conﬁdent it will.
“Whether students in the D.C. Semester in Practice program
decide to remain in Washington or go elsewhere, they have
gained work experience very few law students have on their
résumés. Our students are quite lucky to have this opportunity,”
Heywood said.

Top honors for Georgia Law
As one of the top public law schools in the country, Georgia Law
routinely receives a variety of recognitions.
During this past year alone, the school was named the fifth
“best value” law school in the nation for providing a quality
legal education at an affordable price and second for having a
high graduate standard of living. —preLaw magazine, 2011
With 13 clinical programs, it is no surprise the school was
recognized as having the second highest ratio of servicelearning opportunities for its students. Based on 2011 numbers,
the school was listed as offering more than 450 clinical
positions. —National Jurist magazine, 2011
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Another testament to Georgia Law’s status is the success of its
alumni body. In a listing that looked at where partners in the
nation’s 100 largest law firms earned their law degrees, UGA was
named as the number one feeder school for firms located
in Atlanta and a top 50 feeder school for those nationwide.
—Journal of Legal Education, 2011

The Alexander Campbell King Law Library was also noted
for its prominence and was featured in the Georgia Library
Association’s Georgia Library Spotlight as a leader in the provision
of information in electronic formats and for maintaining a large
collection of historical state documents.
—gla.georgialibraries.org, 2011
www.law.uga.edu
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Georgia Law welcomes notable guests

E

ach year, the law school is fortunate to welcome a variety of distinguished guests.
Whether meeting with students one-on-one, giving a presentation or participating in a
conference, these visitors enrich the intellectual atmosphere by offering unique perspectives on
timely issues. These visits are highlighted throughout the magazine and below.

Thomas

U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas
spent two days at the law
school this past fall. He
led a few classes, met with
students in small groups,
held a Q&A for law school
students and faculty, and
helped judge the biennial
international moot court
exchange with Gray’s Inn
of London. This was the
justice’s ﬁfth visit to Georgia
Law since 2003.
The school also welcomed
Georgia Gov. Nathan
Deal, who stopped by
during a visit to campus
and discussed current
issues facing the state with
members of the law school
community.

Several members of the
Georgia state legislature
Deal
and its judiciary gathered in
Athens for the First Annual
Symposium of Law & Politics. This event included: Georgia
Supreme Court Chief Justice Carol W. Hunstein, Georgia
Court of Appeals Chief Judge
John J. Ellington (J.D.’85),
Georgia Senate President Pro
Tempore Tommie A. Williams
and U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of Georgia
Edward J. “Ed” Tarver
(J.D.’91). The conference
was hosted by the school’s
Georgia Association of Law &
Hunstein
Politics and focused on current
issues in Peach State politics
such as immigration, judicial budgetary issues, congressional
redistricting and the new Georgia Evidence Code.
www.law.uga.edu

Additional legislative ofﬁcials who gave lectures at the law
school included: U.S. Sen. Saxby Chambliss, who spoke on
issues facing elected representatives in Washington, D.C., and
Georgia Secretary of State Brian P. Kemp, who shared his
thoughts on the 2012 presidential primary dates.
On the judicial side,
Georgia Supreme Court
Justice Harold D. Melton
(J.D.’91) shared his
thoughts on balancing
legal responsibilities with
one’s personal faith, while
Georgia Supreme Court
Justice David E. Nahmias
discussed his role on the
court and current issues.
Chambliss
Also, U.S. District Court
for the Southern District
of Georgia Judge J. Randal Hall (J.D.’82) presented
“Professionalism – A View From the Bench” to ﬁrst-year law
students and Georgia Court of Appeals Judge Keith R.
Blackwell (J.D.’99) spoke to Associate Professor Elizabeth
Weeks Leonard’s (J.D.’99) Torts class.

Adams to step down from
UGA presidency in 2013
University President Michael F. Adams recently announced
his decision to step down as president at the conclusion of
the 2012–13 fiscal year.
At the end of his 16 years in office, he will stand fifth in
length of service among the university’s 21 presidents,
tied with founding President Abraham Baldwin.
Adams plans to stay engaged with the university and
the Athens community after his presidency, with an eye
toward teaching and writing.
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